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Prince Rubber & Plastics 
Beginning in 1931 Prince Rubber & Plastics Co.,Inc. has 
expanded over the years in the field of mechanical and 
corrosion resistant plastic and rubber products to the point 
where manufacturing operations now exist in Buffalo, NY., 
Baton Rouge,LA. and Fort Erie,Canada. The move to highly 
specialize in the field of mechanical and corrosion resistant 
rubber and plastics sold to a wide variety of chemical 
processes and original equipment manufacturers has proven 
to be both highly beneficial to the consumer in the form of 
ñhigh performance partsò and thusly success to the ñPrinceò 
group of operations. In addition to custom and specialty 
products in plastic and elastomeric materials, Prince further 
finds itself expanding its own line of specialty developed 
accessories for utilization in Chlor-Alkali production.   
 
Chlor-Alkali refers to two chemicals (chlorine and an alkali) 
which are simultaneously produced as a result of the 
electrolysis of salt water brine. The most common chlor-
alkali chemicals are chlorine and sodium hydroxide (caustic 
soda) but can include potassium hydroxide and muriatic 
acid. There are three commercial types of electrolytic 
processes used in the production of chlorine and caustic 
soda: the diaphragm cell process, the mercury cell process, 
and the membrane cell process. The process chemicals 
found in chlor-alkali and chlorate plants require unique 
materials of construction to provide corrosion resistance to 
these aggressive environments which typically operate in the 
temperature range of 80-100°C. 
 
More recently Prince has begun developing products to 
extend the service life of the chlorine producing cell parts. 
One product development area is extension of chemical 

resistance of gaskets and other desirable parts. Prince has 
been developing gaskets that include a bonded PTFE 
fluoropolymer protective liner. PTFE is a chemically inert 
fluoropolymer plastic and will increase part life by placing a 
thin film bonded to a rubber gasket along the area that is 
most exposed to chemical attack. It takes years of research 
and technique to develop this type of product. PTFE has a 
low coefficient of Friction, generally in the range of 0.05 to 
0.20 depending on the load, thus making it difficult to bond a 
solid substance to it. 
(Examples of PTFE Bonded EPDM Gaskets) 
 

This development has introduced Prince to a new world of 

product lines and applications on a constant basis. 

Developments like this has promoted the addition of a 

3700sqft manufacturing area to the Prince Buffalo facility 

and installation of new CNC equipment, rubber molding 

presses and rubber processing equipment. 

TECHNICAL ARTICLE 
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Warren Prince has been an ESB member for over 50 
years. Other Prince employees in the ESB are Victor 
Monter (joined 2004) and Thomas Hanshar (joined 2008). 
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Happy New Year 2012!! 
 
I would like to wish each of you and your 
families all the best this coming year! For all 
those who attend the O.F. Holiday luncheon, 
I hope you had a good time along with a 
good meal. Also, I hope everyone had a 
great Christmas and that Santa was good to 
all. 
 
With the start of the New Year most of us 
make ñNew Yearôs Resolutionsò that will 
improve our life in some way. We plan to lose 
weight, go to the gym more, spend less, save 
more, and the list goes on. I hope one 
resolution everyone makes and can follow 
through on this year is to get more involved 
in your Engineering Society.  We always 
need people to help out at our events such 
as, P.E. review course, Engineerôs Week 
table at the Walden Galleria mall, our Adopt-
A-Highway outing, our annual Golf 
tournament, and the 5K runners race. Donôt 
be shy! All these events are a great way to 

meet other members and network other 
engineers. 
 
Another way each of you can help your 
society is be referring at least one new 
member! As engineers, we all know other 
engineers, so talk up the society and get 
someone to join! 
 
Some of our upcoming events and activities 
are the P.E. review course which starts this 
month. So encourage other engineers to take 
the course and enhance their careers. We 
will be having a raffle for a Kindle Fire! The 
Kindle Fire is a great tablet PC. Also, we will 
be having a table at the Annual Engineerôs 
Week event that takes place in the Walden 
Galleria February 25, 2012. 
 
So as we move into the New Year letôs make 
our society better and stronger by becoming 
more involved! Youôll be surprised at how 
good it feels!  
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BOWLING LEAGUE TURKEY SHOOT 

November 16, 2011 
12 Game Eligibility 

1. Eric Murphy 287 9. Rich Deck 244 

2. Chris Gabrielli 273 10. Paul Morrow 244 

3. Todd Broady 269 11. Merrill Arthur 243 

4. Ed Grembowicz 263 12. Don Metz 242 

5. Greg Hart 254 13. Ed Kilgore 241 

6. Todd Huth 253 14. Ron Fisher 240 

7. Norm Hirschey 251 15. Walt Neuhaus 239 

8. Tom Hodiak 250 16. Bert Metz 239 



 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

01-01-12  Happy New Year 

01-02-12  ESB Office Closed 

01-09-12  6pm ESB Ways & Means and Board Meeting !ÌÉÃÅȭÓ +ÉÔÃÈÅÎ 

01-11-12 Noon OF Luncheon !ÌÉÃÅȭÓ +ÉÔÃÈÅÎ 

02-06-12 6pm ESB Ways & Means and Board Meeting TBD 

02-08-12 Noon OF Luncheon !ÌÉÃÅȭÓ +ÉÔÃÈÅÎ 
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OF Holiday Luncheon 
December 21, 2011 
Noon @ Classics V 

 
$12 per person 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On November 17th , the ESB toured the Statler building in 
downtown Buffalo. This tour was arranged by Pat Conway at a 
strategic time, as the early stages of redevelopment of this 
historic building proceeds. Twelve members and guests 
participated. 
 
Our tour leader, Patôs friend Conor Hawkins, met us in the 
lobby to start the tour. Conor is the manager of Downtown Pub 
Concepts and manages a number of bar/restaurants for Statler 
owner Mark Croce including Darcy McGee's, Buckin Buffalo 
and Sky Bar along with Statler banquet/bar operations. The tour 
started out on an unexpected good note, as a local radio station 
was broadcasting live from the Statler, and everyone had a 
chance to enjoy some complimentary food and drink. 
 
The tour commenced in the basement and lasted for just over 
an hour. We walked through mechanical and furnace rooms 
which took us back nearly a century (the Statler was built in the 
1920ôs). Old furnaces and other equipment were visible but not 
functioning. An entire room was devoted to tools and spare 
parts. Despite the age and dust, it appeared that everything 
was stored in an orderly manner, although you had to wonder 
how long it was since anyone used any of this. 
 
We proceeded up to the banquet and meeting rooms.  The 
Terrace Room is fully functional and is hosting wedding 
receptions/banquets. The Golden Ballroom is near completion 
with only floor refurbishment to be made. The Rendezvous 
Room is a niteclub that opened on Thanksgiving Eve. The 
Lobby Bar is also up and running. In particular, Conor showed 
us a beautiful old bar with ornate wood work and special 
coolers, arranged in a sweeping S shape. This will be The 

Downtowner. Despite the challenges of this project, things 
move fast once they are started. Connor said that as each 
room/feature is completed, it may be opened up for business 
independent from the progress on the building as a whole. 
Other rooms on the mezzanine level we toured included the 
Georgian Ballroom, Chinese Room and Grover Cleveland 
Library, all currently under renovation. 
 
Our tour then proceeded up a working elevator to the top of the 
building. The building's main passenger elevators were restored 
previously by Bashar Issa, the British developer who was 
forced into bankruptcy in 2009. After we looked out the 
windows on the 18th floor, with a spectacular view of the 
surrounding buildings, we walked up to above the elevators and 
near large water tanks that supplied the building with water. 
To complete our tour, coming as a complete surprise to 
everyone, Conor led us onto the roof to get a glimpse of 
downtown Buffalo from a very special perspective. It was a 
beautiful starry night. 
 
No firm plans have been made for the upper floors, the current 
owner is waiting to see how the markets develop. Robert 
Knoer, a local attorney and ESB member, represented Statler 
City LLC in its negotiations with the City of Buffalo. 
 
We felt very special getting this opportunity! Pat would like to 

schedule a return visit to the Statler in the future when the 

project is complete (or nearly so).  If you missed this fantastic 

tour, you will have another opportunity in the future to get an 

inside look at a very special renovation project right here in 

Buffalo. 



 

 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

ESB CORPORATE MEMBERS 

An-Cor Industrial Plastics Inc 

Angevine Acoustical Consultants Inc 

AP Technical Search 

Barron and Associates PC 

D R Chamberlain Corp 

Dwight Moldenhauer Inc 

Earth Dimensions Inc 

Engineers from the Corps 

EnSol Inc 

FRA Engineering PC 

Frey Electric 

 

 

Golder Associates Inc 

GZA GeoEnvironmental 

Hatch Mott MacDonald 

IMA Edwards 

Industrial Power & Lighting Corp 

Kistner Concrete Products 

M.I.S. of America Inc 

NGC Testing Services 

PB Americas Inc 

Prince Rubber & Plastics Co Inc 

 

 

 

 

RJR Engineering PC 

Robson Woese Inc 

Se-Mar Electric Company Inc 

SJB Services Inc 

TMP Technologies Inc 

Trautman Associates 

University at Buffalo-School of Engineering 

Weydman Electric Inc 
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www.eco -rentalsolutions.com  

855-ECO-RENT 
Newest Rental Fleet in the Industry  

Exceptional Customer and Technical Service  
Consistent Quality  

Rentals ǒ Sales ǒ Service 

 



 

 

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS 

January 4 Rebecca Wightman & Laura Ziegler 
January 5 John Beishline 
January 6 James Carr 

January 10 Erin Crawford 

January 14 Richard Van Slooten 

January 17 Gary Shoffstall 

January 18 Theodore Stachowiak 

January 25 Robert Mathisen 

January 27 John Earshen 

January 28 John Battaglia & Stephen Gawlik   

ADVERTISEMENTS 
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IMA Life Freeze Drying  
Solutions is a world leader 
in the design, technology 
and  manufacture of aseptic  
processing and packaging 
equipment for the global  
pharmaceutical industry. 
From R&D through to  
production and on-going  
services, we have been  
providing better process solutions for over fifty years. 
 
The Tonawanda location is the center of global Freeze 
Drying excellence. 
 
 

2175 Military Road 
Tonawanda, NY 14150 
Tel: (716) 695-6354 
Fax: (716) 695-6367 

   

We are always looking for  
qualified engineers. If  
interested, contact us at 
hr.us@imalife.com 



 

 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
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Do you have a Cooling Tower?    
  
Do you have a 7G Pesticide License for handling biocides? 
 
M.I.S. of America, Inc. will be teaching the full 5 day class to qualify and  
prepare individuals to take the 5 day exam. 
 
People may attend one or more days to receive recertification credit. 
For more information visit our website:www.misofamerica.com       
 
Click on Training, 5 Day or Call us at: 716-681-3758 
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Spend $8 million or $20? 
A toothpaste factory had a problem. Sometimes they shipped 
empty boxes, without the tube inside. This was due to the way 
the production line was set up. People with experience in 
designing production lines will tell you how difficult it is to 
have everything happen, with timings so precise, that every 
single unit coming out of it is perfect 100% of the time. Small 
variations in the environment (which canôt be controlled in a 
cost-effective manner) mean you must have quality 
assurance checks smartly distributed across the line so that 
customers all the way down to the supermarket donôt get 
upset and buy another product instead. 
 

Understanding how important that was, the CEO of the 
toothpaste factory got the top people in the company together 

and they decided to start a new 
project. They would hire an 
external engineering company 
to solve their empty boxes 
problem, as their engineering 
department was already too 
stretched. The project followed 
the usual process: budget and 
project sponsor allocated, RFP, 
third-parties selected, and six 
months (and $8 million) later 
they had a fantastic solution ð 
on time, on budget, high quality 
and everyone in the project was 
on board with it. They solved 
the problem by using high-tech 
precision scales that would 
sound a bell and flash lights 
whenever a toothpaste box 
would weigh less than it should. 
The line would stop, someone 
would have to walk over and 

yank the defective box out of the line and then press another 
button to restart the line. 
 

A while later, the CEO decides to have a look at the ROI of 
the project: amazing results! No empty boxes ever shipped 
out of the factory after the scales were put in place. There 
were very few customer complaints and they were gaining 
market share. ñThatôs some money well spent!ò he says, 
before looking closely at the other statistics in the report. It 
turns out; the number of defects picked up by the scales was 
zero after three weeks of production use. It shouldôve been 
picking up at least a dozen a day, so maybe there was 
something wrong with the report. He filed a bug against it and 
after some investigation, the engineers came back saying the 
report was actually correct. The scales really weren't picking 
up any defects, because all boxes that got to that point in the 
conveyor belt were good. 
 

Puzzled, the CEO travels down to the factory and walks up to 

the part of the line where the precision scales were installed.   

A few feet before the scales, there was a $20 desk fan 

blowing the empty boxes out of the belt and into a bin.  ñOh, 

that,ò says one of the workers ñone of the guys put it there 

because he was tired of walking over every time the bell 

rangò. 

ñThe project followed 

the usual process; 

budget and project 

sponsor allocated, 

RFP, third parties 

selected, and six 

months (and $8 

million) later they had 

a fantastic solutionò 

2012 ENGINEER'S WEEK MALL DAY 

Engineerôs Week is almost upon us. This upcoming year it will 

be held February 19-25, 2012.  

 

We will  again be hosting a table for the Mall Day event on 

February 25th.  

 

We need volunteers to be at the Galleria Mall to represent 

ESB. We need at least 6 people. 2 people each on a 2 hour 

shift from 9-3. Please call Kim in the office to sign up. 

 

This year MaryEileen Wood is coming in from Syracuse to set 

up an interactive display on behalf of the Dr. Nelson Ying Tri 

Region Science and Engineering Fair.  



 

 

FUNDRAISERS TO BENEFIT ESB 
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$ave Around Coupon Book  



 

 

2012 ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 
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